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Abstract:

E-learning has become one of the core elements of universities around the world. However,
there is a huge gap between Arab universities and international universities in the e-learning
implementation, as the most common educational model in Arab countries is essentially
traditional. This research aims to identify the challenges that faculty members face to adopt
the e-learning and the differences between Arab universities and western universities in this
respect. This paper also explores the possibilities of successfully implementing e-learning in
Arab universities with deeming Libyan business schools as a proxy. Using qualitative method,
data was collected through semi-structured interviews with faculty staff members of 10 Libyan
business schools. Generally, the findings support the conclusion that e-learning comes with
several challenges that should be addressed by Libyan business schools' universities. They can
be categorised into five groups; pedagogical, administrative, individual, legal and
technological. The international exposure of the faculty members was a notable influencing
factor in this respect. Utilising literature and collected data, these challenges are not equally
valid for Arab universities and the universities in developed countries. This paper provides
new insights for future research on e-learning in Arab universities and, ultimately, posits that
the development of an e-learning strategy considering the cultural context is now an
imperative that Arab universities can no longer ignore.

Keywords: Arab universities, e-learning, academic challenges, e-learning in Libya
Conference track: The role of e-learning in education institutions and research centers.
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