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Abstract

This study addresses the book Al-Badi' by Ibn al-Mu'tazz and Avristotle's book
Rhetoric, specifically its third essay, which overflows with theorizing about
style and metaphor. These topics directly intersect with Ibn al-Mu'tazz's Al-
Badi’, which compiles rhetorical arts to establish its originality.
This study seeks to clarify the similarities, differences, influences, and
foundations between Aristotle's theorization of rhetoric in its style and lbn al-
Mu'tazz's applied classification of Al-Badi'.

The importance of this study lies in understanding the roots of interaction
between inherited Arabic rhetoric and translated Greek philosophy. It
highlights the difference between functional rhetoric, which Aristotle
emphasized as a tool for persuasion, and artistic rhetoric, which Ibn al-Mu'tazz
focused on as an aesthetic and pictorial tool.

The problem of the study revolves around the extent of convergence and
divergence between lbn al-Mu'tazz's principles of Al-Badi' and Aristotle's
foundations of rhetoric in shaping discourse and persuading the audience.
The study followed the comparative method to compare lbn al-Mu'tazz's
principles of Al-Badi' with Aristotle's foundations of rhetoric to highlight
points of convergence and divergence between them, with the aid of the
historical method to trace rhetorical and oratorical premonitions before 1bn al-
Mu'tazz and Aristotle.

The study was divided into an introduction and a conceptual entry that
undertakes defining the primary elements of the work by introducing the
authors and their cultural contexts, and clarifying the two central terms:
rhetoric and Al-Badi', as procedural tools whose analysis cannot be conducted
without investigating their linguistic and critical roots. From this entry emerged
two interconnected chapters; the first chapter addressed the theoretical origins
of Al-Badi' and rhetoric by tracing their premonitions before Ibn al-Mu'tazz
and Aristotle, revealing the features of the rhetorical vision of each, then
explaining the foundational methodology they relied on in constructing their
concepts and the nature of the tools their texts depended upon.

As for the second chapter, it came to open the field of applied comparison
between the two systems, tracing the opinion of studies on Al-Mu'tazz's
influence by Aristotle, with an explanation of the features of this influence,
reaching the identification of the similarities and differences between the two
parties in terms of the mechanisms of codification and sources of cognitive
construction.
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