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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the role of political parties in the
processes of democratic transition in three North African states, namely
Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya, during the period following the 2011 uprisingss
It examines how political parties interacted with the post-uprising political
transformations, and the extent to which they contributed to advancing
democratic transition, or, alternatively, to its obstruction or reversal< The
research is guided by a central question: Why did the trajectories of
democratic transition differ in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya, despite their
seemingly similar revolutionary starting points, and what role did political
parties play in shaping this divergence? The study focuses on identifying
the nature of the roles played by political parties in each of the three cases,
and on uncovering the key enabling and constraining factors that affected
their effectiveness, in order to explain the variation in outcomes across
these experiences< To this end, it employs the descriptive-analytical
method, through describing the reality of party systems, analyzing
constitutional and legal texts and official documents, examining electoral
results, and engaging with relevant literature and previous studies, while
linking them to the political, security, and social contexts of each country:«
The study concludes that neither the fall of authoritarian regimes nor the
holding of elections is sufficient to secure a stable democratic transition in
the absence of an institutional environment that guarantees party freedom
and a strong party structure capable of forging broad national
compromises¢ The findings show that Tunisia achieved relatively greater
progress due to a more balanced distribution of power and flexible political
arrangements among key actors, whereas Egypt experienced an
authoritarian rollback driven by the dominance of the military
establishment and party fragmentation, while Libya failed to establish a
democratic pathway amid state collapse, the proliferation of arms, multiple
centers of power, and foreign intervention< The study recommends
rebuilding the party system in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya on genuinely
democratic and pluralistic foundations, revising the legal framework to
ensure party independence and transparency, strengthening political
culture and societal participation, and entrenching the neutrality of military
and security institutions, as necessary conditions for a sustainable
democratic transition in which political parties play a central role.
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