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Abstract:

Semantics is one of the most important levels of language and has been an ancient
subject even before the languages themselves existed. This topic attracted the attention
of philosophers and linguists until it became a science encompassing a set of key axes,
the most important of which is "semantic development.” The Arabic language is one of
the languages that has undergone semantic development.

Language changes and evolves; no one can stop its work or alter its outcomes, and the
speed of change varies from one time period to another and from one aspect of the
language to another.

It is necessary to keep pace with these aspects, and thus words are in constant motion;
they may expand to include a larger number of meanings, or narrow to be limited to a
specific meaning, or shift from one field to another. This has led linguists to investigate
the issue of semantic development of words, to understand the changes they have
undergone and to study the reasons behind these changes. Semantic development
represents one of the fundamental topics in the science of semantics and modern
linguistics, and is one aspect of linguistic evolution, focusing on words and their
meanings. The meanings of words do not remain fixed but are in continuous, unceasing
change.

I will study this semantic development in one of the linguistic dictionaries titled
(Semantic Development in the Dictionary "Mujmal al-Lugha" by Ibn Faris, died 395
AH) to prove the existence of this development, clarifying that the meanings of words
change over the ages, and that reviewing some of these indications enables the
researcher to uncover more, encourages investigation, research, and exploration, and
motivates verification and confirmation of their accuracy.

The importance of this study lies in examining the semantic evolution in the lexicon
(Majmal al-Lugha), and the extent to which kinship and similarity exist between the
original (old) meaning and the new meaning in which the word is used, as well as what
has happened to the words in terms of semantic development, and the possibility of
linking Ibn Faris with those who preceded and followed him in this field. It aims to
reveal the extent of semantic development in words, clarify the characteristics of the
words that underwent development according to what modern semantic theories have
mentioned about the manifestations of semantic development, and explain the
methodology for dealing with semantic development. The researcher relied on the
descriptive method in the theoretical aspect, along with the analytical method in the
applied aspect.
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The study plan consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, and indexes.
The following is a breakdown of some of its components:

Introduction: It clarified the relationship between language and society, that language
rises with its society’s advancement and weakens with its decline, that all languages
undergo semantic development, and that Arabic is one of them. Then, it pointed to the
motivations that drove me to choose this topic.

Chapter One: Semantics and Lexicography
Section One: Semantics (Concept and Origin).
Section Two: The Concept of Lexicography and Its Importance.

Section Three: Introduction to the Compendium Dictionary of Language (Its Author,
Methodology, Scientific Value).

Chapter Two: Semantic Development

Section One: Definition of Semantic Development and Its Stages.
Section Two: Factors Influencing Semantic Development.

Section Three: Characteristics and Forms of Semantic Development.

Chapter Three: An Applied Study on Manifestations of Semantic Development in the
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ancient Arabs all paid special attention to the semantic aspect of language. In the
modern era, the term semantics was embodied by the scholar Michel Bréal, who
supervised research on semantics at the end of the 19th century.

- The Arabs' interest in compiling dictionaries, due to the great importance of
dictionaries in preserving the vocabulary of the language from loss.

- Semantic development refers to the changes that occur in the language, whether in its
sounds or in the meanings of its vocabulary. Development does not appear except after
a long period because it is subject to the constant dynamism of the language. It is the
most exposed system of the Arabic language to continuous change because words are
linked to the factor of usage in addition to several other factors.

- One of the most important factors leading to the change in the meanings of words is
the religious factor. Islam played a role in changing Arabic vocabulary specifically and
elevating it, such as the root (=) which originally meant general abstinence; anything
whose movement ceased was said to have fasted. Then its meaning became specialized
after the advent of Islam to mean abstaining from eating, drinking, and sexual relations.
The development of word meanings is not a recent occurrence in Modern Standard
Arabic; rather, the Arabic language has been and still is in a continuous evolutionary
movement.

- lbn Faris was strict in the set of criteria he established for himself regarding
etymological and semantic grounding. Accordingly, he was methodical in focusing on
original meanings, while also paying attention to newly developed meanings such as the
evolving Islamic meanings like the roots of prayer and pilgrimage, among others,
through metaphor, analogy, generalization, transfer, elevation, or degradation.

Ibn Faris had methods to explain semantic development, including explicit statements in
the chapter on metaphors and hints, for semantic shift through figurative language
represented by metaphor and metonymy, which constitute the largest share of semantic
development manifestations, confirming the importance of figurative language in
semantic development, while the words whose meanings evolved were fewer.

And God is the grantor of success.

The researcher
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