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Abstract

This study addresses the political relations between the Abbasid Caliphate and the Tulunid
State, by analyzing the historical context that shaped this relationship as well as the political,
military, and economic conditions that directed its course. The researcher aimed to read this
relationship through a perspective combining traditional historical research tools with concepts
of modern political relations, in order to clarify the limits of dependency, manifestations of
autonomy, and how they were managed by decision-makers in Samarra and the provinces.

The study began by reviewing the roots of the Abbasid crisis that led the Caliphate into the
period known as the Turkish dominance following the assassination of Caliph al-Mutawakkil,
accompanied by central weakness and power struggles within the caliphal court. It traced the
emergence of the Tulunid State, the obstacles faced by its founder, its stages of development, and
compared it with the period of direct Abbasid administration in Egypt, and analyzed the expansion
of the Tulunids in Syria and the borderlands, as well as the policies of Ahmad ibn Tulun and
Khumarawayh in establishing and consolidating the foundations of the Tulunid state, with the
focus on the ways they exploited the chaos within the caliphal court and the disturbances in the
eastern provinces to strengthen their authority and expand their rule.

The study forther examined circumstances of the Abbasid Caliphate in the third century
AH, particularly the prominent role of Prince Abu Ahmad al-Muwaffaq in limiting the dominance
of the Turkish commanders and restoring the caliphate’s prestige and authority over the provinces,
which directly clashed with the Tulunid ambitions toward autonomy.

In addition the research addressed key issues such as Egypt’s economic and military
significance, its strategic position relative to the caliphate, the political and social links between
the two entities, external relations, the Zanj revolt, and the roles of the Safarids and the Alawites,
and how these events affected the nature of the relationship between the two parties.

The study concluded that the Tulunid State was neither fully independent like the emerging
dynasties in the western Islamic world not merely a province directly subordinate to the caliphate;
rather, it represented an early model of a complex political relationship combining formal
dependency with practical autonomy according to the balance of power, regional conditions, and
overarching shared interests. Results showed that the features of autonomy were manifested in

Tulunid financial and military administration and foreign policy, while the features of dependency

(#)



remained in the legitimacy of rule, unity of allegiance, official loyalty, religious affiliation, and
the caliphate as the supreme source of legitimacy.

Thus, the relationship between the Abbasid Caliphate and the Tulunid State was dual in
nature, fluctuating between dependency and autonomy, reflecting the transformations of that

period in Islamic history.
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