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Abstract

This study examines the role of federalism and decentralization in
achieving political balance in Libya between 2011 and 2023 It
analyzes the political and institutional changes that followed the fall
of the former regime, focusing on the relationship between the
center and the peripheries and its impact on state stability and unity.
The study also discusses the structural challenges of the centralized
system, including weak institutions, overlapping authorities, and the
unequal distribution of power and wealth, which contributed to
political and regional divisions The research adopts descriptive-
analytical and comparative approaches to evaluate the applicability
of federal and decentralized models in Libya through comparison
with selected Arab and international experiences. The findings
indicate that the centralized system failed to achieve political
balance, leading to increased instability and internal conflict, and
encouraging calls for federalism as an alternative framework for
stability and local participation The study concludes that the success
of any federal or decentralized model in Libya depends on the
existence of a consensual constitution, strong institutions, and an
inclusive national political culture.

Keywords: Federalism, Decentralization, Political Balance, Libyan

Political System, Centralized State, Regional Division.
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