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Abstract

This thesis addressed the topic, "The Employment of Readings by Ibn al-
Faras al-Andalusi through his book Ahkam al-Quran," aiming to elucidate the
methodological, jurisprudential, and linguistic approaches employed by the
author in connecting Quranic readings to the derivation of legal rulings. The
thesis commenced with a theoretical framework that examined the dialectical
relationship between Quranic readings and the sciences of interpretation,
positing that these readings serve not merely as a linguistic phenomenon, but
as a foundational inferential pillar upon which the exegete constructs his
jurisprudential system. Within this context, the thesis analyzed Ibn al-Faras’s
formulation of reading orientations, uncovering the cognitive tools he utilized
in preference and adjudication, primarily through the lens of Quranic readings.

Methodologically, the thesis relied on a comprehensive induction of all
readings within Ahkam al-Quran, followed by a comparative jurisprudential
analysis, contrasting Ibn al-Faras’s orientations with the established positions
of prominent jurists in related matters. After grounding the theoretical
framework, the thesis proceeded to the analytical chapter, which represented
the practical dimension of the research. Here, the readings were subjected to
study and analysis within various jurisprudential chapters; the thesis traced
the employment of readings in matters of worship, detailed their impact on the
rulings of marriage and family-related issues, and examined their application
within the contexts of jihad, transactions, ethics, and moral conduct, as well as
their role in the interpretation of verses.

Based on this analysis, the thesis concluded that |bn al-Faras employed
readings as a jurisprudential inferential tool that connects the reading to the
legal ruling, as the findings confirmed that his selection of a reading was
consistently linked to a jurisprudential orientation aligned with his doctrinal
principles. Furthermore, the study demonstrated Ibn al-Faras's precision in
dealing with irregular (shadhdh) readings, effectively utilizing them to reinforce
legal rulings and clarify interpretative meanings, while adhering to specific
jurisprudential constraints when citing them. The thesis highlighted Ibn al-
Faras’s independence in discussing readings, offering personal orientations
that transcended mere transmission to reach the level of critical verification
and reasoning. This positions Ahkam al-Quran as an authentic source for
understanding the Andalusian school’s approach to addressing Quranic
readings and utilizing them in jurisprudential deduction. Ultimately, the results
confirmed that the path pursued by Ibn al-Faras constitutes an integrated
practical model for activating Quranic sciences in the service of jurisprudential
issues, underscoring the author's scientific significance and his influence in
enriching the jurisprudential and exegetical studies of the Islamic tradition.
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