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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore the development of citizenship values in the kindergarten
stage from an Islamic perspective, focusing on impact, challenges, and solutions. The
research employed the descriptive-analytical method and was applied to a sample of 96
kindergarten teachers in Al-Zawiya municipality. Results indicated that childhood in
Islamic thought represents the foundation for building faith and behavior, and that
kindergartens are considered comprehensive civilizational projects contributing to the
preparation of a balanced generation intellectually, spiritually, and behaviorally. The
study revealed that all six citizenship values were positively influenced by kindergarten
education, with “peaceful coexistence” being the most affected and “participation” the
least. Teacher experience (5-10 years) showed a significant impact on value
development, while most other personal variables had no notable effect. The findings
also highlighted internal challenges (insufficient teacher preparation, curriculum
deficiencies, lack of stimulating environments) and external challenges (weak
integration between educational policies, family roles, and community culture), which
lead to contradictions that confuse children and weaken kindergartens’ efforts in value-
building. Qualitative results emphasized the need for practical solutions, including
curriculum development, classroom environment improvement, stronger collaboration
between kindergartens, families, and communities, and establishing a national
framework for Islamic citizenship values in early childhood. The study concluded with
a proposed model to enhance the role of kindergartens in fostering Islamic citizenship
values, recommending teacher training, curriculum revision, community-based
initiatives, and the design of educational tools to monitor children’s value development.

Key Words: Values, citizenship, kindergarten, Islamic perspective
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SUMMARY OF STUDY
INTRODUCTION

Given that children in early childhood undergo significant developmental
transformations that can profoundly influence their future lives, kindergartens have
received considerable attention from educators. These institutions are regarded as the
appropriate environment for nurturing children under the age of six, fostering their
abilities and talents, and instilling in them positive values and attitudes to prepare them
educationally, psychologically, and culturally for their future and for serving their
nation.

From this perspective emerges the conceptualization of the role kindergartens
can play in cultivating virtuous values and behaviors in children—values that are
emphasized in Islamic teachings to preserve their Islamic and national identity. Islam
affirms that every human is born with a sound natural disposition (fitrah) that inherently
aligns with noble values and ethical principles. As a religion rooted in fitrah, Islam
views the child as a pure embodiment of this innate goodness.

Therefore, it is essential to support and enhance this developmental stage from
the earliest years, as it contributes to the formation of sound citizenship values in
children, enabling them to become reliable contributors to nation-building and
preservation. It is evident that kindergartens strive to shape citizens who are proud of
their national identity, Arab heritage, Islamic faith, homeland, and language.

his realization has motivated the researcher to examine the development of
citizenship values in kindergarten children and the extent to which kindergartens
contribute to this process. The study aims to assess the impact of the kindergarten stage
on fostering citizenship values, diagnose the current state of kindergartens in Libya, and
identify the obstacles that hinder their role in promoting citizenship from an Islamic
perspective—ultimately proposing appropriate solutions to address these challenges as
perceived by early childhood education experts.

Significance of The Study:
1. Religious Significance:

The status of da‘wah (Islamic outreach) in Islam is of paramount importance—it
is the cornerstone of the religion’s expansion and global reach, and a foundational pillar
of its establishment. Without da‘wah, Islam would not have spread, people would not
have been guided, and worship would not have been fulfilled. Moreover, da‘wah is not
confined to a specific group of Muslims.

In this light, the researcher seeks to establish an Islamic epistemological
foundation for the status of childhood, kindergarten education, and the concept of
citizenship and its development. This study serves as a form of da‘wah, demonstrating
the comprehensiveness of Islamic law in encompassing both religious and worldly
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sciences, and responding to those who question the relevance of Islam across time,
place, and generations.

2. Educational and Practical Significance:

This dimension stems from the vital role of the homeland and the importance of
nurturing responsible citizens. It emphasizes the need to cultivate positive behaviors
from early childhood by instilling essential values and concepts—particularly love of
country and Islamic ethics.

The research also holds practical significance by diagnosing the current reality
of kindergartens and the challenges they face in instilling citizenship values. This
diagnosis provides a clear picture for decision-makers in educational institutions,
enabling them to design appropriate programs that enhance kindergarten education and
contribute effectively to raising a generation fortified with Islamic citizenship values—
protecting them from ideological threats, destructive ideas, and cultural invasion.

3. Thematic Significance:

Citizenship remains a central concern for scholars in psychology, sociology, and
political science, especially in light of the rapid transformations affecting societies—
most notably political upheavals and wars in the Arab world. These changes have
negatively impacted citizens’ psychological and social behaviors.

This study aspires to offer a novel contribution to the scientific literature in the field of
psychology in general, and early childhood education in particular. It aims to serve as a
reference for researchers in this domain. According to the researcher’s knowledge and
effort, no local study has yet addressed the impact of the kindergarten stage on the
development of citizenship values in preschool children from an Islamic perspective.

Study Problem:

Given the significant role kindergartens play in instilling and nurturing societal
values in young children, there arises a pressing need to investigate how citizenship
values are developed during the kindergarten stage. Accordingly, the central research
problem is framed around the following question:

To what extent does the kindergarten stage contribute to the development of
citizenship values in children from an Islamic perspective, and what are the obstacles
that hinder this contribution—and how might they be addressed?

Study Objectives:
1. To explore the nature and philosophy of kindergarten education from both
general and Islamic perspectives.
2. To determine the impact of kindergarten enrollment on the development of
citizenship values in children.
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3. To identify statistically significant differences in participants’ responses
regarding citizenship values based on their personal variables.

4. To diagnose the key obstacles that limit the role of kindergartens in fostering
citizenship values from an Islamic viewpoint.

5. To propose practical solutions that enhance the role of kindergartens in
cultivating citizenship values in children within an Islamic framework.

Study Hypotheses
This study is built upon a set of quantitative and qualitative hypotheses that align
with its objectives and the mixed-methods approach adopted. The hypotheses are as
follows:
Hypothesis 1: There is a difference in the nature of kindergarten education between the
general perspective and the Islamic perspective.
Hypothesis 2: There is a significant effect (p < 0.05) of the kindergarten stage on
developing citizenship values. This hypothesis is further divided into the following sub-
hypotheses:
- There is a significant effect (p < 0.05) of the kindergarten stage on developing
the value of love for religion among kindergarten children.
- There is a significant effect (p < 0.05) of the kindergarten stage on developing
the value of belonging to one's country among kindergarten children.
- There is a significant effect (p < 0.05) of the kindergarten stage on developing
the value of peaceful coexistence among kindergarten children.
- There is a significant effect (p < 0.05) of the kindergarten stage on developing
the value of work among kindergarten children.
- There is a significant effect (p < 0.05) of the kindergarten stage on developing
the value of participation among kindergarten children.
- There is a significant effect (p < 0.05) of the kindergarten stage on developing
the value of social justice among kindergarten children.
Hypothesis 3: There are statistically significant differences at the level of significance
(> 0.05) in the impact of the kindergarten stage on the development of citizenship
values from an Islamic perspective, attributed to the personal variables of the teacher.
These include:
o Age
o Marital status
o Academic qualification
o Field of specialization
o Years of experience
Hypothesis 4: There are internal and external obstacles that negatively affect the role of
the kindergarten stage in developing citizenship values in children from an Islamic
perspective.
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Hypothesis 5: It is possible to derive practical solutions that enhance the role of the
kindergarten stage in fostering citizenship values in children from an Islamic
perspective.

Study Methodology:

This study adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining both quantitative and
qualitative paradigms. The researcher employed the Descriptive analytical approach to
investigate the research problem comprehensively.

Population and Sample:

The study population consists of all kindergarten teachers in the municipality of
Zawiya, Libya, totaling 103 teachers across six kindergartens, according to the 2021
statistics provided by the Information and Documentation Center at the Ministry of
Education.

e Quantitative Sample: A full census sample was used, encompassing all

members of the population as the targeted sample for the study.

o Qualitative Sample: The interview sample included 10 experts in kindergarten

leadership, management, and education.

Study Instruments:

The study utilized a structured questionnaire to collect quantitative data from the
research sample. The instrument comprised 48 items distributed across six dimensions
of Islamic citizenship values: love of religion, national belonging, peaceful coexistence,
work, participation, and social justice.

For qualitative data collection, the researcher employed semi-structured
interviews with selected participants.

Data Analysis Methods:

Quantitative data were analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences (SPSS), version 27. The analysis included frequencies, percentages, means,
normality tests, one-way ANOVA, and post-hoc comparisons.

Qualitative data were analyzed using thematic content analysis, following an
objective analytical approach.

Results :

1. In Islamic thought, childhood is not merely a biological stage but a foundational
phase for building faith, behavior, and values, reinforcing the innate Islamic
disposition (fitrah) with which every child is born.

2. The comprehensiveness of Islamic educational theory is evident in its early and
holistic attention to the child’s cognitive, physical, and spiritual development.
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3. From an Islamic perspective, kindergartens are not merely safe spaces for
children, but civilizational projects aimed at nurturing a balanced generation—
intellectually, spiritually, and behaviorally—rooted in Islamic values and
responsive to contemporary realities.

4. Citizenship is an authentic concept within Islamic educational philosophy,
grounded in respect for rights, fulfillment of duties, and national belonging as
part of the broader Islamic ummah.

5. Both Islamic pedagogy and contemporary educational theories agree that early
childhood is the most fertile stage for instilling values and developing skills.

6. The field study revealed that the kindergarten stage has a significant impact on
developing all six citizenship values from an Islamic perspective. All arithmetic
means showed high values exceeding neutrality for each citizenship value, as
well as for the overall score.

7. By comparing the effect size values, we found that the value most affected by
the kindergarten stage was "peaceful coexistence,” while the value least affected
was "participation.”

8. Most personal variables of kindergarten teachers did not significantly influence
the development of citizenship values, except for years of experience, where
significant differences favored the 5-10 years category.

9. Three internal obstacles were identified: inadequate teacher preparation,
curriculum deficiencies, and lack of a stimulating environment.

10. Qualitative findings revealed weak integration between educational policies,
family roles, and societal culture, leading to pedagogical contradictions that
confuse children and undermine value formation.

11. The study proposed solutions addressing both internal (teacher, curriculum,
environment) and external (policy, family, societal culture) challenges to
enhance the role of kindergartens in fostering Islamic citizenship.

12. Based on a clear understanding of the kindergarten stage’s impact and the
diagnosed challenges, the researcher developed a proposed model to strengthen
Islamic citizenship education in early childhood.

Recommendations:

1. Promote full awareness of the strategic role of kindergartens as foundational
institutions for building the Islamic community, viewing them as civilizational
launchpads.

2. Provide pedagogical and ethical training for kindergarten teachers through
regular programs focused on Islamic values and behavioral modeling.

3. Review and revise curricula to reinforce Islamic values, removing foreign
elements and integrating interactive value-based activities.
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10.

11.

Enhance classroom environments to support value formation, including visual
aids and daily interactive corners.

Develop a national reference framework for Islamic citizenship values in early
childhood and guide kindergartens to implement it within their educational
plans.

Strengthen collaboration between kindergartens and families through scheduled
meetings and family guidance materials.

Launch community awareness campaigns to highlight the importance of Islamic
values and the societal role in supporting kindergarten education.

Design educational assessment tools to monitor the development of values
among kindergarten children.

Support local initiatives that connect values to daily life through community
activities such as mosque visits, cleanliness campaigns, and religious
celebrations.

Consider the findings and recommendations of relevant studies to streamline
efforts and accurately diagnose the reality of kindergarten institutions.
Recommend transforming the proposed model from this study into a formal
program to enhance Islamic citizenship education in kindergartens.

Suggested Future Studies:

1.

Evaluative studies on kindergarten components (teachers, curricula, programs,
classroom environments) in relation to citizenship development.

Investigating the impact of kindergarten—family partnerships on value alignment
in children.

Analyzing early childhood education policies in Libya and their alignment with
the Islamic vision of citizenship.

Field studies on the effectiveness of Islamic classroom environments in
promoting values.

Content analysis of kindergarten curricula from the perspective of Islamic
citizenship.

Longitudinal studies tracking the development of Islamic citizenship values
from kindergarten through primary education.
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