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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the role of elections as a gateway to
resolving the Libyan crisis during the period from 2011 to 2024, in light of

the profound political transformations following the collapse of the former

regime« The study focuses on the institutional fragmentation, competing

claims to legitimacy, and the stalled political transition process« The

importance of this topic stems from its relevance to one of Libya's most
pressing issues—namely, the reestablishment of political legitimacy
through electoral mechanisms, which are deemed essential for overcoming
the political deadlock and rebuilding unified state institutions.

The research adopts a descriptive and analytical methodology,

supported by a forward-looking perspective: It is structured into four main

chapters:
The first chapter presents the conceptual and theoretical framework,

addressing the definition of elections, their functions, and determinants of

their effectiveness, along with the concept and causes of political crises« It

also reviews key theoretical approaches that explain the relationship
between elections and conflict resolution.

The second chapter examines the political and constitutional context
of the Libyan electoral process from 2011 to 2024, including the evolution
of the crisis, legal challenges, and the roles of both domestic and
international actors.

The third chapter analyzes Libya’s electoral experiences post-2011,
including the 2012 General National Congress elections, the 2014 House

of Representatives elections, and the failed attempt to hold general

elections in December 2021« It also evaluates the impact of local and

municipal elections in mitigating division.



The fourth chapter offers an analytical and forward-looking vision,
exploring the prospects and challenges for holding general elections, the
potential of elections to rebuild legitimacy and unify institutions, and
practical proposals to ensure the success of elections as a pathway toward
a comprehensive political solution.

The study concludes that elections in Libya cannot succeed in

isolation from a broad political consensus, constitutional and institutional

reforms, and a conducive security and administrative environment¢

Elections should serve as tools for state-building, not as mechanisms that
risk reigniting conflict The study also emphasizes that while international
support is important, it cannot replace genuine national will, and that

linking the electoral track to a broader national reconciliation process is

essential to ensure an effective and sustainable political transition.
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