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The role of education in community development: Emile Durkheim's
approach as a model

Rawdat Mubadara
University of Tunis EI Manar
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ABSTRACT

When we go back to the history of anthropological and human thought,
we will find that among the central answers in sociology and philosophy to the
question "What is man?" is that he is "a social animal by nature™ or a civil
animal by nature” and this sociality that determines his reality is what makes all
his qualifications and readiness directed towards the advancement of society.
The individual's being is achieved and realized in society, and it is through it
that he exists and without it he does not exist. Therefore, the goal of thinking
and editing in this issue was to highlight the role of education in building society
and advancing it and then achieving societal development. It is clear that the
mission of colleges of education is to educate learners on collective sense or
conscience and social responsibility and thus strengthen the existing ties
between the learner and his society. Education is necessary for the survival of
the individual and his continuation as a social entity that bears witness to the
awareness of man of his role in society and the role of society in advancing the
individual in his knowledge, behaviors and actions, which is what the French
sociologist Emile Durkheim referred to in his sociological project, as he defines
education as "a social upbringing practiced by previous generations on
subsequent generations.” Hence, the important role of education in instilling
values, morals and virtue in human societies. It is clear that the main goal of
education is to shape the individual and society in a humane manner, and to
develop it cognitively, value-wise and culturally. Culture plays a major role in
this formation, because it integrates all elements of language, customs,
traditions, heritage, social and religious behavior.
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