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Abstract

This paper presents an overview of the structure of the urban
planning system and its levels and the main factors impacting the
urban growth in this large area of desert that covers nearly 90% of the
Libyan size. This unplanned sprawl has pushed the population
concertation towards major urban centers in coastal areas, it produced
an imbalance in population distribution between cities and regions. It
has failed the urban planning implementation due to the instability of
decision-making and political interference and the consequences are
the spread of slums, which is difficult to be contained in the short
term. Furthermore, the state's abandonment of its role in spatial and
urban planning has led to a bigger and more illegal role of the private
housing sector that has begun controlling urban growth in most cities.
As a result, the new face of the urban area is distorted and the land use
planning has been destructive to the surrounding environment.

This paper highlights the most important obstacles and
challenges facing urban planning. In addition, it proposes the
necessity and the urgency of adopting comprehensive and integrated
assessments and strategies of an urban management and development
system benefiting from global success in addressing urban problems
in parallel with rebuilding and reconstructing the state’s planning
generally and the urban planning system in particular. All these
lessons will assist in confronting the challenges and building a modern
sustainable urban planning system.
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