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Abstract :

The digital transformation in the whole world in general and the African countries in
particular has become an urgent necessity dictated by new international developments and
variables. What is more,the African Union affirmed in the continental framework to
accelerate Africa’s transformation into an innovation-led and knowledge-based economy as
a priority within the general framework of the African Union agenda by placing
digitization in the list of development priorities in Africa .In addition, the Smart Africa
Council meeting held on the sidelines of the thirty-second African Union Heads of State
and Government Conference on the tenth of February 2019 stressed the need for the
information and communication technology sector to lead the digital transformation
process, as the AU Commission pledged to develop a comprehensive strategy for digital
transformation in Africa that is manifested in :The United Nations Economic Africa for
Smart Africa and the African Union Development Agency - New Partnership for Africa's
Development (NEPAD), regional economic communities, the African Development Bank,
the African Telecommunication Union, the Capacity Building Foundation for Africa, the
International Telecommunication Union, and the World Bank, The Union also formulated
the African Strategy for Digital Transformation, which it presented to African ministers
during the Ministerial Informatics Committee for Africa held in Sharm El Sheikh in
November 2019 and approved by African heads of state and government at the African
Summit in February 2020.

The digital transformation strategy for Africa will depend on existing initiatives and
frameworks, such as the Digital Policy and Regulatory Initiative for Africa, the
Infrastructure Development Program in Africa, the African Continental Free Trade Area,
the financial institutions of the African Union, the unified African Air Transport Market
and the free movement of people to support the development of a single digital market for
Africa, As part of the integration priorities in the African Union. Smart Africa has
identified the creation of a single digital market in Africa as a strategic vision for it.

The present work is divided into three principal axes. The first on ; which is the review
of literature, explores the main concepts. The second one investigates the reality of digital
transformation with all its ups and downs. However, in the third phase of the present study
the researcher tries to pinpoint the practical solutions and promising visions in relations to
recommendations and contributions of the African Union that aims at realizing fruitful
transformation added to that the main challenges that impede such change.

The key words : Digital transformation, Knowledge economy, Digital transformation in
africa.
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